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Course Description

This course will assist doctoral students to use organized review and critical thinking to analyze theoretical works, which are of importance to nursing as a discipline and as a profession. Students will utilize a theorist(s) upon whom to design a research study proposal in his/her area of specialization. 

Learning outcomes

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:

A.
Knowledge & understanding  


A1. 
Develop an understanding for the history and 


evolution of nursing theories/models.

B.
Intellectual Skills 


B1.
Explore various strategies for developing  


 
theories/models in nursing.

 
B2.    Analyze theoretical works by using knowledge of the theory 
development process, history and philosophy of science, the nature of science 
within the discipline, and logic

C.
Subject Specific Skills 


C1.  
Recognize conceptual models/grand theories in 


nursing, discuss the major premises of each, and 


systematically analyze the components.

D.     Transferable Skills


D1.  
Apply 
nursing theories  in an area of interest 

Teaching strategies 

Class discussions

Independent study 

Class presentations
Written assignments
books
Main Text Book
George, Julia B. (2011). Nursing Theories: The Base for Professional Nursing Practice. 6th Edition. Pearson Education Pub.

Alligood, M.R. & Tomey, AM. (2006). Nursing Theory: Utilization & Application. Third Edition, Mosby.
Chinn, P.L. and Kramer, M.K. (2008) Theory and nursing: integrated knowledge development. (8th Ed), St. Louis: Mosby.  

Tomey, A. M. and Alligood, M.R. (2006) Nursing theorists and their work. (5th Ed). St. Louis: Mosby.

Student Evaluation



Points

Theory presentation



15+15 (30%)
Theory Critique
 


15+15 (30%)
Final Exam



             40      (40%)







Total                                                               100       (100%)
Evaluation methods
1. Each student is to select a nursing theory/conceptual model for class presentation. The presentation should incorporate current articles on the theory. The following criteria is used:
	Criteria
	Possible points
	Actual points

	1. Presentation was well organized and logical


	2
	

	2. Content was accurate and complete



	2
	

	3. Presentation pace was appropriate


	2
	

	4. Style of the presentation motivated the

          audience


	2
	

	5. Explanations of the materials were clear and  

         accurate
 
	2
	

	6. Encouraged class participation



	1
	

	7. Questions were carefully and precisely answered

	1
	

	8. Used appropriate audiovisual materials

	1
	

	9. Time distribution among topics was appropriate

	1
	

	10. Overall, the presentation was effective and useful
	1
	

	Total
	
	15


2. Each student is required to submit a critique of a nursing theory/ model  

      that was not discussed in class. The following criteria from Chinn & 

      Kramer is used for the critique:
	Criteria
	Possible points
	Actual points

	1. Semantic clarity

-Are the concepts defined?

-Do concepts establish empirical meaning? 
	2
	

	2. Semantic consistency

-Are concepts used consistently?

-Are concepts congruent with their definitions?
	2
	

	3. Structural clarity

-Are the connections and reasoning within the theory understandable?
	2
	

	4. Structural consistency

-Is the structure of the theory consistent in its form?
	2
	

	5. Simplicity/complexity

-Is the theory simple or complex?
	2
	

	6. Generality

-Does the theory cover a wide scope of experiences and phenomena? 
	1
	

	7. Accessibility

-How accessible is the theory?

-How well are the concepts grounded in empirically identifiable phenomena?
	1
	

	8. Importance

-How can the theory contribute to nursing practice, research and education
	11
	

	9. Spelling, grammar, paper organization
	1
	

	10.  APA format 
	1
	


· The critique paper should not be more than 10 pages.

4. Active participation






· Each student is expected to actively attend and participate in each class and be well prepared. Tardiness and absence will affect final grade. 
5. Final exam
   40 grades to be announced.





Course content

1.
Evolution of Nursing Theory
· The significance of theory for nursing as a discipline and a profession 

· Historical trends and future directions in nursing theory 

· Different paradigms in nursing theory 

· Differing purposes of theory
2. Class discussions and presentations of different types of  theoretical works in nursing

· Nursing Philosophies
· Nursing Models
· Nursing Theories 
· Middle Range Theories
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	Week
	Date
	Topic

	
	Wed
	

	1st

	6th Feb

	Orientation to course requirements

Evolution of nursing theories

Dr. Wasileh

	2nd

	13th Feb

	Nursing Philosophies: Watson

Mohamad


	3rd

	2oth Feb

	Nursing Philosophies: Benner
Hanan


	4th

	27th Feb 

	Nursing Models: Johnson
Ahmad Rayan


	5th

	6th March

	Nursing Models: Kings

Ahmad Afafsheh


	6th

	   13th March
    
	Nursing Theories: Leininger

Kholoud


	7th

	20th March

	Nursing Theories: Orlando: 

Nawal


	8th

	27th March

	 Middle range Theories: Theory of Comfort
Rana


	9th

	3rd April
	Middle Range Theory: Tidal Model of Mental Health 
Mirna

	10th

	10th April
	(Critique Due) (  Mohamad )

	11th

	17th April 
	Theory – Critique
                                (Hanan + Ahmad Rayan)



	12th

	24th April
	                                (Ahmad Afafsheh + Koloud)

                       

	13th

	1st May
	Labour Day Holiday 


	14th

	8th May 
	Theory - Critique (Nawal +Rana)


	15th

	15thMay 
	Theory - Critique (Mirna) + Revision


	16th

	May 22ndt

	FINAL EXAM
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